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IMMIGRATION 


Migrants 
hope for 
changes 


Asylum seekers urge end 
to quick expulsions based 
on public health order 


By DIANNE SOLÍS 
and ALFREDO CORCHADO 
Staff Writers 


MATAMOROS, Mexico — 
Ana Sorto clutched the gray met- 
al fencing around the migrant 
camp here at the muddy banks of 
the Rio Grande. She’s been wait- 
ing 17 months to be admitted into 
the U.S. as an asylum seeker flee- 
ing gangs. Her small son, Jimmy 
Alejandro, has spent nearly half 
his life in the tent camp. 

Her fresh hope, she says, is a 
man named Joe Biden. 

“We're hopeful President Bi- 
den will show us some humanity,” 
said Sorto as her son, dressed in 
three pairs of pants on a chilly 
day, played with a toy. 

Biden is unveiling a sweeping 
immigration proposal for Con- 
gress. Other policies will be 
quickly implemented with the 
stroke of his pen. The promises of 
the Biden administration are ex- 
pansive, but there’s little mention 
of the thorniest of issues: 

The biggest challenge for Bi- 
den is the lethal COVID-19 pan- 
demic. And President Donald 
Trump has used the pandemic to 
implement a sweeping emergen- 
cy measure that has resulted in 
nearly 400,000 rapid “expul- 
sions” of immigrants at the bor- 
der since March. Immigrants 
cross the border, are held by au- 
thorities and then quickly sent 
south again often within hours. 

The pandemic has allowed 
Trump to almost completely 
choke off immigration, including 
migration from asylum seekers. 

Immigration, civil rights and 
medical groups are pushing the 
Biden team to swiftly lift the so- 
called “Title 42” public health or- 
der that has added to the crip- 
pling of the asylum process. 

Lawyers say it end-runs the le- 
gal processes of the immigration 
courts, and a physicians group 
notes that it cruelly singles out 
certain immigrants, rather than 
all travelers. The policy may also 
have created a huge revolving 
door: Many immigrants who 
cross into the U.S. and are quick- 
ly sent back across the border feel 
they have no choice but to try 
again and again. 

“It’s so discriminatory and 
egregious to single out a much 
smaller group of asylum seekers 
who are not any more risk to U.S. 
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TRANSFER OF POWER 


Altered inauguration 


Pandemic, ‘attack on democracy’ to tinge Biden’ call for conciliation 


Evan Vucci/The Associated Press 


President-elect Joe Biden and his wife, Jill Biden, stood with Vice President-elect Kamala Harris and her husband, Doug Emhoff, as Yolanda Adams 
sang “Hallelujah” Tuesday night during a ceremony to remember the more than 400,000 Americans who have died of COVID-19. (Story, 10A) 


New era opens for 
Texas Dems, GOP 


Will Biden be unifier in 
pandemic fight or foil in 
repeat of midterm losses? 


By GROMER JEFFERS JR. 
Political Writer 
gjeffers@dallasnews.com 


Texas Democrats and Repub- 
licans view Joe Biden’s inaugura- 
tion as president with optimism 
and caution. 

With control of the White 
House and both chambers of 
Congress, Democrats hope Biden 
can produce a litany of policies — 
from bringing the country out of 
the pandemic, improving access 
to health care, pushing economic 
equality and weaning the nation 
off fossil fuels. 


“For Texans, if nothing else, 
when we need it, we will lower the 
rhetoric and lower the tension,’ 
said Ron Kirk, the former Dallas 
mayor and former U.S. trade rep- 
resentative under President Ba- 
rack Obama. “The most impor- 
tant thing is that you're going to 
have a president that is laser-fo- 
cused on getting control of this 
pandemic and passing a stimulus 
bill to get us back to work.” 

Biden and Kamala Harris, the 
Vice President-elect, will be 
sworn in Wednesday in a heavily 
fortified U.S. Capitol. 

Republicans are taking a wait- 
and-see attitude about Biden, 
noting that he campaigned as a 
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HOW TO WATCH 


WHEN: While there is no 
official time, the inauguration 
ceremony is expected to 
begin at about 10:30 a.m. 
Dallas time, with the swear- 
ing-in at Tla.m. 


COVERAGE: The event will be 
available on every major 
broadcast and news network. 
It will also stream on Biden’s 
official inauguration site, 
Amazon Prime and on the 
Presidential Inaugural Com- 
mittee’s Facebook, YouTube, 
Twitter and Twitch accounts. 


INSIDE 


ABBOTT criticizes vetting of 
National Guard; 12 members 
removed from inauguration 
duties. 4A 

TRUMP expected to pardon 
ex-strategist Steve Bannon. 8A 
SOME TEXAS schools won't 
show inauguration live. 1B 
EDITORIAL: Inauguration 
signals presidency will en- 
dure. 13A 


He'll take over White House 
from a rival who will neither 
concede nor attend ceremony 


By TODD J. GILLMAN 
Washington Bureau 
tgillman@dallasnews.com 


WASHINGTON — Joe Biden will become 
the 46th president on Wednesday under an 
extraordinary blanket of security, snubbed by 
a predecessor impeached for inciting insur- 
rection, and with a pandemic forcing strict 
limits on the guest list even before a mob 
stormed the Capitol two weeks earlier. 

The oath of office will follow the usual 
script. Former Presidents George W. Bush, 
Bill Clinton and Barack Obama will confer 
an air of bipartisanship and validation, as 
will the defeated vice president, Mike Pence. 

Other than that, this will not be inaugura- 
tion as usual. 

The ousted president, Donald Trump, has 
yet to concede. Biden will offer words of con- 
ciliation and a call for unity as new presidents 
traditionally do. But just two weeks ago most 
House Republicans disputed his victory. So 
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New prioritization 


A divided Dallas County Commissioners Court on Tuesday 
directed the health department to prioritize COVID-19 vaccines 
at its Fair Park distribution center to people who live in these 10 
ZIP codes and who fit the state’s eligibility criteria, which 


includes anyone over 65 or 


CORONAVIRUS | FAIR PARK VACCINE HUB 


County taking another stab at shots 


who has a major health 


condition such as cancer, Fair Park 
diabetes or kidney vaccination 
clinic 


disease. 


Staff Graphic 


But shift to prioritize 
Black, Latino residents 
may inject more chaos 


By NIC GARCIA 
Staff Writer 
nic.garcia@dallasnews.com 


Dallas County’s health de- 
partment will begin prioritiz- 
ing residents in predominantly 
Black and Latino neighbor- 
hoods for the COVID-19 vac- 
cine at Fair Park after early lim- 
ited data showed many shots 


were going to residents in 
northern communities. 

In a divided vote, commis- 
sioners shifted the county’s ef- 
fort to vaccinate anyone who 
meets the state’s broader crite- 
ria — so long as they are regis- 
tered to get a vaccine with the 
county and live in one of 10 ZIP 
codes identified on Tuesday. 
The county previously was fo- 
cused on vaccinating residents 
75 and older. 

The ZIP codes are either 
completely or partly below In- 


DALLAS COUNTY report- 
ed 1,589 new coronavirus 
cases Tuesday, as well as 
16 more deaths from 
COVID-19. 1B 


terstate 30 — which for de- 
cades has split the county by 
race and wealth. They were se- 
lected because they either rank 
high on the county’s coronavi- 
rus vulnerability index, which 
keeps track of how likely a resi- 
dent is to catch COVID, or be- 


cause of long-standing health 
inequities identified in a report 
released by the county and 
Parkland Health & Hospital 
System last year. 

The shift in the county’s vac- 
cination priorities was spon- 
sored by Commissioner J.J. 
Koch, a Republican who repre- 
sents northern Dallas County. 
It is the latest remaking of the 
county’s vaccination effort at 
Fair Park, which began Jan. 1. 


See COUNTY Page 10A 
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Champion of mental health causes dies 


Dr. Kenneth Altshuler, a champion of mental health 
H52 causes in Dallas who grew UT Southwestern Medical 


L43 Center’s psychiatry department, has died. 1B 


Also: Man pleads guilty to helping his fugitive father. 1B 


NATION & WORLD 
2 SAT assessments scratched from test 


The College Board announced it will discontinue two SAT 
assessments this year: the optional essay-writing section 
and the supplementary exams in various fields. 3A 


Also: Kremlin critic said to be held at infamous prison. 3A 


